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Browse by Subject i i

Featured Subjects

©

Security Studies

Explore scholarly resources on
international security and peace and
conflict studies. JSTOR is in the process
of expanding content within Security
Studies.

Area Studies

African American Studies

Asian Studies

African Studies
American Indian Studies

British Studies
Irish Studies

American Studies

Jewish Studies

Q Advanced Search v

Sustainability

Explore everything JSTOR has to offer in
the field of Sustainability — a wide range
of journals, e-books and research reports
on environmental stresses and their
impact on society. Research spans the
Biological Sciences, Business &
Economics, Ecology, Environmental
Sciences, Law, Public Health, Urban
Studies, and many other disciplines

Latin American Studies
Middle East Studies
Slavic Studies

Browse wv
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MNo. 2 Fall 2014 pp. 115-192
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4 CMINA AND THE WEST

Notions of diaspora, orientalism, exoticism, imperialism, postcolonialism,
and multiculeuralism have been employed to case light on issues pertinent
to Chinese American music. Recendy, schalars have published books and ar-
icks with subjects ranging from the eraditions of Chinese music in China-
rowns" o the role of Chinese culture in American avant-garde music'” and
American sodiery,” the stereocypical/orientalist portrayal and represenca
sion of Chineseness on stage and screen,” and the perceprion and receprion
of Chinese American musicians’ performances.™

Two monographs devoted to intercultural music studies possess special
relevance for the present volume. The interdisciplinary study Locating East
Aswr in Westerm Art Music (2004) takes a holistic view of Ease-Wese musi-
cal relagions in ies exploration of both Asian-influenced Western composers
and Western-influenced Asian composers as agents of cultural exchange.™
Issues of inrerculrural dialogue through music are the focus of West Meets
East: Musik im Interkulturdllen Dialog.™

In addition to these monographs, several Chinese composers of concem-
porary music have gained the attention of 2 number of musicologists and
cheorists, paving the way for portions of the present volume™ A number
of recent publications have been devoted to various aspects of contempo-
rary Chinese musi, testifying 1o increasing interest on the part of Western
scholars.™ Thus far, however. the present volume is the only one devoced
Sino-Western musical encounters.

There is no denying a Chinese-Western divide in the encounters dis
cussed in this volume. It is foregrounded in sights, sounds, and compaesition
conceptions as well as popular and critical reception. But the notion of such
a divide can also be contested. The organ and symphony orchestra, brought
to China and discussed in the essays by Urrows and myself, were wekomed
by local Chinese. Both have become pares of Chinas musical culture, which
showcases culoural synergy rather than opposition. The portrayal and rep-
resentacion of Chinese themes on the Wessern stage have long evinced oni
entalism and stereotyping, bur chey can also be understood as cebracing
malticulturalismy Canadian composer CHAN Ka Nin's opera Jron Road,
discussed by Ingraham, is a case in point, The hybrid sonorities of West-
em orchestras showcasing Chinese instrumentation, as discussed in Win-
zenburg’s essay, are not only examples of musical-cultural mixing for many
Chinese, then as well as now, they are kons of national glory, one of many
ways of asserting national identity and recognition in a world of unequal
political, economic, and culoural Chinese-Western relations.
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